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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
MATTHEW XIV. 25—33. 


Havine lately had occasion to examine the circumstances related 
in the gospels which illustrate the character of St. Peter, my attention 
was directed more than it had ever before been to the narrative of his 
attempt to walk upon the sea. And as Bishop Hall’s Contemplations 
are among my favourite books, I turned of course to his reflections 
upon that memorable event. Every one who is at all acquainted with 
Bishop Hall’s writings must know that there is in them, a most happy 
union of sound doctrine with practical application to the hearts of his 
readers, embellished with such warmth of fancy and exuberance of 
thought as cannot fail to captivate every pious and cultivated mind. 
Even his quaintnesses of expression are pleasing, because they were 
characteristick of the age in which he lived; and those who study the 
books, like those who study the pictures, of more ancient times, are 
not displeased with the obsolete phraseology of the one, more than 
with the long beards, and stiff ruffs, and formal doublets of the other. 
While I was reading the passage referred to, it seemed to me that 
your readers might be benefited by the good bishop’s reflections ; and 
I determined to do as a miniature painter does who copies from a por- 
trait, to diminish the size, and soften the strokes of the pencil, with- 
out destroying the likeness, or changing the style of colouring. I 
know not that I have succeeded ; but if you think the following at- 
tempt worthy of a place in your miscellany, it is at your service. [ 
shall think myself amply repaid for my trouble if any of your readers 
shall be induced to compare the copy with the original ; even if they 
find that like all other copies it is far inferiour to that which it pro- 
fesses to resemble. F. 


“« Att elements are alike to their Maker. He that had well approved 
his power on the land, wiil now show it in the air and the waters. 

“* How do all things now seem to conspire to the vexing of thy poor 
disciples! The night was sullen and dark; their Master was absent ; 
the sea was boisterous ; the winds were high and contrary. Some- 
times the providence of God hath thought good so to order it that to 
his best servants there appeareth no glimpse of comfort. Yet in all 
these extremities of misery, our gracious God intends nothing but his 
and our greater glory ; the triumph of our faith, the crown of our 
wictory. 

38 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. III. . 
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298 Bishop Hall on Peter’s walking on the Water. ([Oct. 


‘In the fourth watch* of the night, when they were wearied out 
with toils and fears, comes deliverance. O God, thus thou thinkest fit 
to do still. ‘Thy time and ours is set: as yet it is but midnight with 
us ; can we but hold out patiently till the fourth watch, thou wilt sure- 
ly come and rescue us. O let us not faint under our sorrows; but 
wear out our three watches of tribulation with undaunted patience 
and holy resolution. 

**O Saviour, our extremities are the seasons of thine aid. Thou 
camest at last; but yet so, as that there was more dread than joy at 
thy presence. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were troubled, saying, [t is a spirit; and they cried out for fear, 
What object should have been so pleasing to the eyes of the disciples 
as their Master; and so much the more as he showed his divine power 
in this miraculous walk ? But lo, contrarily, they are troubled ; not 
with his presence, but with this form of presence. The supernatural 
works of God, when we look upon them with our own eyes, are sub- 
ject to a dangerous misprision. ‘The very sun-beams, to which we 
are beholden for our sight, if we eye them directly, blind us. Mise- 
rable men! we are ready to suspect truths; to run away from our 
safety ; to be afraid of our comforts ; to misknow our best friends. 

** [t was bigh time for our Saviour tospeak. What, with the tem. 
pest, what with the apparition, the disciples were almost lost with 
fear. How seasonable are his gracious redresses! Till they were 
thus affrighted, he would not speak; when they were thus affrighted, 
he could not hold his peace. Be of good cheer, it is lL. It is cordial 
enough to us, in the worst of our afflictions, to be assured of Christ’s 
presence with us. Say but, Jtis 1, O Saviour, and let evils do their 
worst; thou needest not say any more. Thy voice was evidence 
enough ; so well were thy disciples acquainted with the tongue of 
thee, their Master, that Jt 7s 7, was as much as a hundred names. 
Thou art the good shepherd : we are are not of thy flock, if we know 
thee not by thy voice from a thousand. Jt is 1—O sweet and sea- 
sonable word of a gracious Saviour, able to calm all tempests, able to 
revive ail hearts! Say but so to my soul, and, in spite of hell, I 
am safe. 

‘«“ No sooner hath Jesus said J ; than Peter answers, Master. He 
can instantly name him, that did not name himself. Which of all the 
followers of Christ gave so full a testimony, upon all occasions, of his 
faith, of his love to his Master, as Peter? ‘The rest were silent, while 
he both owned his Master, and craved access to him in that liquid 
way. 


* The Hebrews divided the night into four watches of three hours each; these 
are called by St. Mark the even, midnight, cockcrowing, and the morning, (Mark 
xiii. 35.) ‘The first was from sunset to nine ; the second from nive to twelve ; the 
third from twelve to three, and the fourth, from three till sunrise. The fourth 
watch, therefore, was after three o’clock in the morning, just before day-break, 
The commencement of this watch is generally the darkest time of night; but the 
day is at hand. 
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** Yet what a sensible mixture is here of faith and distrust! It was 
faith, that said Master: it was distrust, as some have construed it, 
that said, If it be thou. It was faith, that said, Bid me come to thee, 
implying that his word could as well enable as command ; it was 
faith that durst step down upon that watery pavement; it was dis- 
trust, that upon the sight of a mighty wind, feared. It was faith, 
that he walked: it was distrust, that he sunk: it was faith that said, 
Lord, save me, O, the imperfect composition of the best saint upon 
earth; as far from pure faith, as from mere infidelity ! Far be it 
from us, to be disheartened with the sense of our defects and imper- 
fections: we belteve ; Lord help our unbelief. 

* While | find some disputing the lawfulness of Peter’s suit ; others 
quarrelling with his, If it be thou : let me be taken up with wonder at the 
faith, the fervour, the heroical valour, of this prime apostle, that durst 
say, Bid me come to thee upon the waters. He might have suspected 
that the voice of his Master might have been as easily imitated by that 
imagined spirit, as his person; he might have feared the blustering 
tempest, the threatening billows, the yielding nature of that devour- 
ing element; but, as despising all these thoughts of misdoubt, such is 
his desire to be near his Master, that he says, Bid me come to thee 
upon the waters. He says not,‘ come thou to me.’ This had been 
Christ's act, and not his: neither doth he say, ‘ Let me come to thee ;’ 
this had been his act, and not Christ’s: neither doth he say, * Pray 
that I may come to thee,’ as if this act had been out of the power of 
either: but, ‘ Bid me come to thee. I know thou canst command both 
the waves and me. All things obey thee: bid me come to thee upon the 
waters.’ 

** [t was a bold spirit, that could wish; more bold, that could act 
it. No sooner hath our Saviour said, Come, than he sets his foot upon 
the unquiet sea; not fearing, either the softness or the roughness of 
that uncouth passage. We are wont to wonder at the courage of that 
daring man, who first committed himself to the sea in a frail bark, 
though he had the strength of an oaken plank to secure him: how 
valiant must we needs grant him to be that durst set his foot and 
walk upon the bare sea! True faith tasks itself with difficulties. It 
is not the scattering of straws, or casting of molehills, whereby the 
virtue of it is described, but removing of mountains. 

** Peter sues ; Jesus bids. Rather will he work miracles, than disap. 
point the suit of a faithful man. The suit of ambition in the mother of 
the Zebedees is suddenly quashed: the suits of revenge in the mouth 
of the two fiery disciples are received no better; but a suit of faith, 
though high and seemingly unfit for us, he hath no power to deny. 
How much less, O Saviour, when the things sued for jie in the very 
road of our Christianity! Never man said, ‘ Bid me come to thee in 
the way of thy commandments,’ whom thou didst not both bid and 
enable to come 

‘** True faith rests not in great and good desires, but acts and exe- 
cutes. Peter doth not wish to go, and yet stand still; but his foot 
answers his tongue and is instantly placed upon the waters. Formal 
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volitions, yea, velleities* of good, while we will not so much as step 
out of the ship of our nature to walk unto Christ, are but the faint mo- 
tions of vain hypocrisy. O Saviour, we have thy command, to come 
to thee out of the ship of our natural corruption : let no sea affray us ; 
let no tempest of temptation withhold us ! 

‘* Lo, Peter is walking upon the waves: two hands uphold him ; 
the hand of Christ's power, the hand of his own faith; ueither of 
them would do it alone. The hand of Christ’s power laid hold on 
him ; the hand of bis faith laid hold on the power of Christ command- 
ing. Had not Christ’s hand been poweriul, that faith had been in 
vain: had not that faith of his strongly fixed upon Christ, that power 
had not been effectual to his preservation. While we are here in 
this world, we walk upon the waters: still the same hands bear us up. 
if he let go his hold of us, we drown ; if we let go our hold of him, we 
sink and shriek as Peter did here, who, when he saw the wind boiste- 
rous, was afraid,and beginning to sink, cried, saying, Lord save me. 

** So soon as he began to tear, he began to sink. While he believ- 
ed, the sea was brass; when once he began to distrust, those waves 
were water. Our faith gives us not only courage and boldness, but 
also success ; our infidelity lays us open to all dangers, to all mis- 
chiefs. It was Peter’s improvidence, not to foresee; it was his 
weakness to fear; it was the effect of his fear, to sink ; but it was his 
faith that recoilects itself, and breaks through his infidelity, and in 
sinking could say, Lord, save me. 

«* It is both the sign and the effectof true faith in sudden extremities 
to ejaculate holy desires. On the sudden, a man will appear as he 
is. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. It is 
good, therefore, to observe how our surprisals find us; and whether 
with the wings of our first thoughts, we fly up instantly to the throne 
of grace, for present succour. O Saviour, no evil can be swilter than 
my thought: my thought shall be upon thee, ere I can be seized upon 
by the speediest mischief. 

«It was Christ bis Lord, whom Peter bad offended in distrusting ; 
it is Christ his Lord, to whom he sues for deliverance. His weak- 
ness doth not discourage him from his refuge. O God, when we 
have displeased thee, when we have sunk in thy displeasure, whither 
should we fly for aid, but to thee, whom we have provoked ? Against 
thee only is our sin; in thee only, is our help. In vain shall all the 
powers of heaven and earth conspire to relieve us, if thou witbhold 
thy succour. As we offend thy justice daily by our sins, so let us re- 
ly continually upon thy mercy, by the strength of our faith. Lord 
save Us. 

‘‘ The mercy of Christ is at once sought and found; immediately 
Jesus stretched forth his hand and caught him. He doth not say, 
‘ Hadst thou trusted me, I would have safely preserved thee; but 
since thou wilt needs wrong my power and care with a cowardly dil- 


*-Velleity means the lowest degree of desire ; an idle unoperative desire of the 
end, without any consideration of the means. 
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fidence, sink and drown ;’ but rather, as pitying the infirmity of his 
fearful disciple, he puts out the hand for his relief. That hand has 
been stretched forth for the aid of many a one, that hath never asked 
it; never any asked it, to whose succour it hath not been stretched. 
With what speed, with what confidence should we fly to that sove- 
reign bounty, from which never any suitor was sent away empty ! 

** Jesus gave Peter his band; but withal he gave him a check: O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? As Peter’s faith was 
not pure, but mixed with some distrust ; so our Saviour’s help was not 
clear and absolute, but mixed with some reproof. When I saw Peter 
stepping forth upon the waters, I could not but wonder at his great 
faith ; yet behold, ere he can have measured many paces, the Judge 
of hearts taxes him for little faith. Our mountains are but motes to 
God. Would my heart have served me, to dare the doing of this, 
that Peter did ? Durst | have set my foot where he did ? O Saviour, 
if thou foundest cause to censure the weakness and poverty of his 
faith, what mayest thou well say to mine ? They mistake, that think 
thou wilt take up with any thing. 

‘* The first steps were confident; there was fear in the next. O 
the sudden alteration of our aficctious, of our dispositions! One pace 
varies our spiritual condition. What hold is there of so fickle crea- 
tures, if we be ieft never so little to ourselves ? This lower world is the 
region of mutability. It is for the blessed saints and angels above to 
be fixed in good. 

“ As well as our Saviour loves Peter, yet he chides him. It is the 
fruit of his favour and mercy, that we escape judgment ; not that we 
escape reproof. Had not Peter found grace with his Master, he had 
been suffered to sink in silence: now he is saved with a check, 
There may be more love in frowns, than in smiles: whom he loves he 
chastises, Correct me. O Lord, yet in thy yudgment, not in thy fury. 
O let the righteous God smite me, when I offend, with his gracious re- 
proofs ; these shall be a precious orl, that shall not break my head.” 


—_—_——_— 


SERMON.—No. XXVIII. 
THE STRENGTH AND BEAUTY OF ZION.* 


Psat xlviii. 12, 13.—Walk about Zion, and go round about her : tell 
the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; 
that ye may tell it to the generation following. 


Zion, as used in the text, means Jerusalem; and the psalm, from 
which the text is selected, was probably written on some occasion of 
her special prosperity. ‘The particular occasion does not seem per- 
fectly well known; for it has been supposed, by different commen- 


* Delivered at Claremont, New Hampshire, before the convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in that state, August 22, 1822. 
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tators, to have been the destruction of the Philistines by David,* the 
deliverance of Jerusalem from the power and rage of Sennacheriv,t 
and the triumph of Jehosaphat over the combined forces of Moab and 
Ammon.{ But if the particular occasion is not well known. there can 
be no doubt it was written after some remarkable interposition of the 
Almighty, ia rescuing the mountain of his holiness, as Jerusalem is 
termed in the first verse of the psalm, from powerlul assailants. The 
whole psalm indicates, that this is the fact. Having commenced with 
a lively and devout recognition of the majesty and goodness of God, 
it speaks of the natural pre-eminence of Jerusalem, being beautitul 
for situation, and then, with a quick transition, declares that God is in 
her palaces for a refuge. After this introduction the pious psalmist 
touches upon the principal circumstances which constituted the occa- 
sion of his writing, saying, For, lo, the kings were assembled, they 
passed by together. They saw wt, and so they marveiled ; they were 
troubled, and hasted away. As we have heard, so have we seen in the 
city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God. And in the con- 
cluding part of the psalm, he breaks forth, with all the ardour of de- 
vout feeling ; Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judch be 
glad, because of thy judgments. Walk about Zion, and go rovnd about 
her; tell the towers ther of. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her 
palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. For this God 
is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide until death. 

Jerusalem was a cily of great beauty and strength; and in the 
estimation of her inhabitants, at least, was the admiration of the 
whole earth. Her lofty towers, her splendid palaces, and her powerful 
bulwarks were so many objects of the greatest national pride. It was 
to these monuments of grandeur and defence that she had {requently 
been indebted for deliverance from her enemies. When they saw 
such an assemblage of power, and beauty. and magnificence, they 
marvelied, they were troubled. and they hasted away. Hence, Day id, 
in the text, directed the attention of his brethren to the towers, bul- 
warks, and palaces of their beloved city. His object in thus directing 
their attention was a highly commendable one; and the means for ob- 
taining it were rationally and judiciously conceived. This object 
seeins to have been, to inspire them with gratitude to God for the de- 
liverances mentioned ; with veneration for the means by which these 
deliverances had been eflected ; and with an unshaken reliance on 
the same means for future safety and prosperity. It was indeed natu- 
ral, that whenever they beheld the objects which had been the means 
of their past security and triumph over their enemies, their hearts should 
have expanded with holy gratitude; that they should bave felt an en- 
thusiastick veneration for these objects; and that they should have 
had a strong desire to preserve them unimpaired, for future ornament 
and defence, even fo the generation following. 

As Jerusalem was typical of that heavenly city whose inhabitants 
shall have come off conquerors over every foe; as Mount Zion was 


* © Samuelv.17—21. +2Kings, xix.34,35. | £2Chron. xx. 27, 28. 
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typical of the spiritual Zion which triumphs amidst every species of 
opposition, and against which, we have the blessed assurance, that 
the gates of hell can never prevail, so the psalm from which our text 
is taken is considered susceptible of a spiritual illustration; is cone 
sidered descriptive of the deliverances which the Christian church 
experiences, when assailed by the enemies of religion. Often in- 
deed, my Christian brethren, have the most sacred rites of the church 
been trodden under foot, as if an unholy thing! Often indeed has 
all the violence of persecution been directed against her consecrated 
walls! Often have her glittering spires been enveloped in the flames 
of her adversaries, as if to purify by fire the very atmosphere 
through which bad ascended the incense of piety! And often has the 
blood of her children been made to flow, as if to wash away in its 
mighty torrent every vestige of Christianity from off the face of the 
earth! Yet, by the mercy of God, the church is still preserved ; is 
preserved like the bush of Moses, in the midst of the flames, yet un- 
hurt! ‘ Walk,” then, my brethren, “ about Zion, and go round 
about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, con- 
sider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the generation following.” 

And may not the sentiment of the text be applicable to that portion 
of the Christian church in particular of which we are members, and at 
this time the representatives. Assembled as we now are to consult on 
its interests ; to repair what may be found wanting; to cherish and 
give all needed stability to what is already well ordered ; and to con- 
template its various excellences, that our hearts may the more cleave 
to it: may not we, my brethren, adopt and enforce upon ourselves 
this sentiment, wilh ibe greatest propriety! That portion of the spi- 
ritual Zion, to which we belong, has certainly high claims upon our 
love and veneration. It has passed through various scenes of adver- 
sity, with no other effect than that upon gold which returns from 
the fire purified and made more precious; it is even now breaking 
forth upon an admiring world, like the light of the morning! In adapt- 
ing the sentiment of the text and our meditations upon it to the pre- 
sent occasion, I shall notice such particulars in our Church as may be 
esteemed her bulwarks, her towers, and her palaces ; to which she 
is indebted for present existence, and on which she must depend for 
future existence and prosperity. ‘These particulars are her ministry, 
her articles of faith, and her formularies of worship: the exhibition 
and illustration of which, together with remarks incidental to the 
subject generally and to the occasion on which we are assembled, will 
claim your candid and devout attention. 

The ministry of the Church is so intimately connected with its or- 
ganization and polity, that a reference, at least, to the Jatter is a neces- 
sary preliminary to a consideration of the former. Our remarks 
then, in thts division of the subject, will be commenced with an in- 
quiry concerning the nature of the Christian church. Is it visible or 
invisible? Is it a human or divine institution. It is concluded, that 
the church is a visible society, because its members are admitted by 
fle seal of a visible sacrament ; and because (ellowship is maintained 
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tators, to have been the destruction of the Philistines by David,* the 
deliverance of Jerusalem from the power and rage of Sennacheriv,t 
and the triumph of Jehosaphat over the combined forces of Moab and 
Ammon.{ But if the particular occasion is not well known. there can 
be no doubt it was written after some remarkable interposition of the 
Almighty, in rescuing the mountain of his holiness. as Jerusalem is 
termed in the first verse of the psalm, from powertul assailants. The 
whole psalm indicates, that this is the fact. Having commenced with 
a lively and devout recognition of the majesty and goodness of God, 
jit speaks of the natural pre-eminence of Jerusalem, beiny beautiful 
for situation, and then, with a quick transition, declares that God is in 
her palaces for a refuge. After this introduction the pious psalmist 
touches upon the principal circumstances which constituted the ucca- 
sion of his writing, saying, For, lo, the kings were assembled, they 
assed by together. ‘They saw wt, and so they marveiled ; they were 
troubled, and hasted away. As we have heard, so have we seen in the 
city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God. And in the con- 
cluding part of the psalm, he breaks forth, with all the ardour of de- 
vout feeling; Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judch be 
glad, because of thy judgments. Walk about Zion, and go round about 
her; tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her 
pulaces; that ye may tell vt to the generation following. For this God 
is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide until death. 
Jerusalem was a cily of great beauty and strength; and in the 
estimation of her inhabitants, at least, was the admiration of the 
whole earth. Her lofty towers, her splendid palaces, and her powerful 
bulwarks were so many objects of the greatest national pride. It was 
to these monuments of grandeur and defence that she had (requently 
been indebted for deliverance from her enemies. When they saw 
such an assemblage of power, and beauty, and magnificence, they 
marvelled, they were troubled. and they hasted away. Hence, Dav rd, 
in the text, directed the attention of his brethren to the towers, bul- 
warks, and palaces of their beloved city. His object in thus directing 
their attention was a highly commendable one; and the means for ob- 
taining it were rationally and judiciously conceived. This object 
secins to have been, to mspire them with gratitude to God for the de- 
liverances mentioned ; with veneration for the means by which these 
deliverances had been eflected ; and with an unshaken reliance on 
the same means for future safety and prosperity. It was indeed natu- 
ral, that whenever they beheld the objects which had been the means 
of their past security and triumph over their enemies, their hearts should 
have expanded with holy gratitude ; that they should have felt an en- 
thusiastick veneration for these objects; and that they should have 
had a strong desire to preserve them unimpaired, for future ornament 
and defence, even fo the generation following. 
As Jerusalem was typical of that heavenly city whose inhabitants 
shall have come off conquerors over every foe; as Mount Zion was 
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typical of the spiritual Zion which triumphs amidst every species of 
opposition, and against which, we have the blessed assurance, that 
the gates of hell can never prevail, so the psalm from which our text 
is taken is considered susceptible of a spiritual illustration; is cone 
sidered descriptive of the deliverances which the Christian church 
experiences, when assailed by the enemies of religion. Often in- 
deed, my Christian brethren, have the most sacred rites of the church 
been trodden under foot, as if an unholy thing! Often indeed has 
all the violence of persecution been directed against her consecrated 
walls! Often have her glittering spires been enveloped in the flames 
of her adversaries, as if to purify by fire the very atmosphere 
through which bad ascended the incense of piety! And often has the 
blood of her children been made to flow, as if to wash away in its 
mighty torrent every vestige of Christianity from off the face of the 
earth! Yet, by the mercy of God, the church is still preserved ; is 
preserved like the bush of Moses, in the midst of the flames, yet un- 
hurt! ‘ Walk,” then, my brethren, “about Zion, and go round 
about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, con- 
sider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the generation following.” 

And may not the sentiment of the text be applicable to that portion 
of the Christian church in particular of which we are members, and at 
this time the representatives. Assembled as we now are to consult on 
its interests ; to repair what may be found wanting; to cherish and 
give all needed stability to what is already well ordered ; and to con- 
template its various excellences, that our hearts may the more cleave 
to it: may not we, my brethren, adopt and enforce upon ourselves 
this sentiment, with ibe greatest propriety! That portion of the spi- 
ritual Zion, to which we belong, has certainly high claims upon our 
love and veneration. It has passed through various scenes of adver- 
sity, with no other effect than that upon gold which returns from 
the fire purified and made more precious; it is even now breaking 
forth upon an admiring world, like the light of the morning! In adapt- 
ing the sentiment of the text and our meditations upon it to the pre- 
sent occasion, I shall notice such particulars in our Church as may be 
esteemed her bulwarks, her towers, and her palaces ; to which she 
is indebted for present existence, and on which she must depend for 
future existence and prosperity. ‘These particulars are her ministry, 
her articles of faith, and her formularies of worship: the exhibition 
and illustration of which, together with remarks incidental to the 
subject generally and to the occasion on which we are assembled, will 
claim your candid and devout attention. 

The ministry of the Church is so intimately connected with its or- 
ganization and polity, that a reference, at Jeast, to the latter is a neces- 
sary preliminary to a consideration of the former. Our remarks 
then, in thts division of the subject, will be commenced with an in- 
quiry concerning the nature of the Christian church. Is it visible or 
invisible ? Is it a human or divine institution. It is concluded, that 
the church is a visible society, because its members are admitted by 
fie seal of a visible sacrament ; and because fellowship is maintained 
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among them when thus admitted by the regular use of another visible 
sacrament. Moreover, the church is compared to a city built on a 
hill, and is said to be the light of the world. But, if it is invisible, 
how can it resemble the city, whose spires and towers, reaching as 
unto the clouds, greet the eye of the whole surrounding country : 
If invisible, how can it be the light of the world? The light of the 
world, and yet not seen by the world! The very idea is absurd! 
Nor are the reasons less satisfactory that the church is a divine institu- 
tion. Its very name, independent of the circumstances connected 
with its original formation and whole history, denotes it to be so. 
The word from which its name is taken signifies called or chosen. By 
whom, then, it may be asked, was the church called or chosen? Not 
certainly by the world; for it is called or chosen out of the world ; 
and the whole tenour of scripture represents the world as opposed to 
the church ; opposed to it, because itis not of the world. Nor could 
the church have called itself into existence. To suppose this, would 
be comparatively as irrational as to suppose that man is the author of 
his own existence. It is therefore concluded, that the church is a 
divine institution ; or that our Christian calling or election is truly a 
work of God independent of ourselves. 

But if the church is a visible body or society, it must have laws by 
which to be governed. How else could it maintain its social state ? 
If it has laws, by whom were they made ? is a natural and important 
inquiry. Who but the divine Founder of the church could know what 
Jaws would be suitable, and who but he could have any right to make 
them? Many regulations of minor importance may be adopted as a 
matter of expediency, by the individual members of the church ; but 
it must be evident, that its fundamental laws, those necessary to its 
very existence, proceed from its spiritual Head alone. Moreover, if 
the church has laws, it must have also governours or officers to ad- 
minister them, or they will be useless ; a mere dead letter. And this 
suggests another inquiry equally important, namely, by whom are 
these governours or officers appointed ? In reference to this inquiry it 
should be observed, that whenever a person is appointed to any of- 
fice, he receives authority to perform the duties ot it, or his appoint- 
ment is of no value ; and this authority too must be received from 
those who possessed a right toconferit. It is an immutable principle, 
and of invariable application, that a person cannot give to another 
what he does not possess himself. In civil society of what value 
would be a commission to exercise the duties of a justice of peace, or 
of a military officer, if it was given by a common citizen, who pos- 
sessed no power to grant such commissions? It would evidently be 
of no value at all ; no better than a piece of clean paper, notwith- 
standing it might have been made out in the regular form prescribed 
for such commissions ; and for this obvious reason, that the person 
who gave it, had no power himself to give it. It is the same in the 
Christian church. Individual Christians may associate together, 
form rules for the government of their conduct, may agree to read the 
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scriptures to each other, to watch over, counsel, exhort, and admonish 
each other ; or they may delegate the exercise of such rights to a single 
individual of their number ; but this by no means makes that individual a 
minister of the church of Christ. For,if Christ be the founder of the Chris- 
tian church ; if he has chosen persons out of the world, and constituted 
them a regular society ; if he has made laws and given ordinances for 
the government and perpetuity of this society or church. as we have 
supposed, it would be difficult to tell on what principle the power to 
appoint efficers to execute these laws, and to administer these ordi- 
nances, exists with any one else than himself. Nor can it be conceiv- 
ed how Christ, as spiritual head of the church. can exercise his authori- 
ty over it, except through the agency of the Christian ministry. 

Another intimately connected with the’ preceding ones now suggests 
itself. In what manner does Christ confer authority to minister in bis 
church ? As the church of Christ is visible ; as the members of it 
are admitted through the use of a visible sacrament; as fellowship is 
maintained among the members by tbe habitual use of another visible 
sacrament, as already noticed ; and as the supremacy of Christ over 
the church is exercised through visible agents ; so it is concluded, 
that his authority to exercise this agency or to minister in the church, 
is conveyed by visible instruments. Hence, in agreement with this 
presumption, just before his ascension into heaven, Christ said to his 
apostles, ** Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them 
to observe all things w hatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 

That this commission was not designed for thetnselves only, is clear 
from the concluding part of it, that he would be with them alway, 
even unto the end of the world. If it only had reference to the apos- 
tles personally, the promise, to be with them to the end of the world, 
would be without meaning. It is therefore concluded, that this com- 
mission was designed for the successors of the apostles even unto the 
end of the world, as well as for the apostles themselves ; and that it is, 
by ordination, in uninterrupted succession from the apostles, that the 
authority of Christ to minister in his church is perpetuated ; and it is 
where this succession exists, that the gracious promise under considera- 
tion comes to the support and encouragement of the Christian minister. 

It is a principle with Episcopalians, probably too well understood 
to need being mentioned, that a regular uninterrupted succession in 
the ministry is at the very foundation of the Christian church ; for the 
reasons offered, and many others that might be given, they can conceive 
of no regular church and ministry without this succession ; they even 
view it as the bulwark to which the church is indebted for existence ; 
and they would, therefore, with all becoming earnestness, declare this 
truth to the rising generation, that when called to occupy the places 
now filled by their fathers, they may preserve inviolate a doctrine so 
intimately connected with their dearest hopes as Christians. Episco- 
palians also believe, as their very name might lead one to suppose, that 
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this succession is continued through the bishops of ihe church, who are 
the successors of the apostles ; that there are ina regularly constituted 
church three orders in the ministry, namely, bishops, priests, and 
deacons ; and, moreover, that these orders have always been in the 
Christian church, without exception, till within a few hundred years. 
In a discourse of ordinary length, it could not be expected that any 
thing tike a complete view of the arguments used on this subject can 
be exhibited, since volumes have been written on it, and still without 
exhausting it. But there is one fact never to be passed over without 
notice, in a controversy concerning the Christian ministry, which, in 
my mind, is of itself sufficient proof in favour of the three orders of 
ministers recognised in the Episcopal church, and to which I will now 
call your attention. It is believed, that Christians generally admit, 
there were three orders in the ministry, for ten or twelve hundred years 
prior to the reformation begun under Luther. But those who now be- 
lieve in ministerial parity maintain, that these orders with distinct 
and separate powers, as they existed during the period named, and 
as they still exist in the Episcopal church, were the result of a com- 
plete revolution in the polity of the Christian church. Now the fact 
to which I alluded is this: the advocates of ministerial parity cannot 
tell when this complete revolution in the polity of the church, this 
Episcopal usurpation, as they term the prerogatives of diocesan bishops, 
took place. They cannot even agree among themselves wher it took 
place ! Baxter and others have placed it in the latter part of the first 
century, and of course before the death of St. John; Doddridge and 
others in the beginning of the second century; the Westminster di- 
vines in the middle of the second century ; Campbell and Chaun- 
cy in the latter part of the second century. Some have placed it in 
the third century, and others, of whom is Dr. Miller, the living cham- 
pion of ministerial parity, have placed it in the fourth century. It is 
now asked, what natural and unavoidable inference is to be drawn 
from this discordancy of opinion among the advocates of ministerial 
parity ? It is this, that no satisfactory evidence exists in favour of the 
change in the polity of the church that has been supposed, because 
the same evidence which would prove that such a change took place, 
would show also when it took place. There may, indeed, be events 
recorded in history, concerning the truth of which no doubt should ex- 
ist, although their precise chronology has not been determined; but 
the supposed change in the polity of the Christian church is of a 
widely different character. It was a change that would deeply af- 
fect every individual member of that church. Can it be supposed 
that a few aspiring ambitious metropolitans could erect a spiritual 
hierarchy that would level with the very dust the dearest rights of 
their brethren, without causing a solitary whisper of complaint? Is it 
not known, that we relinquish our religious privileges with the great- 
est reluctance ? Do we not bang to them as to life itself? Whenever 
has there been an important change in matters of religion, without 
producing the most severe conflict? and, had the supposed change 
actuaily taken place, numberless pens would have been employed in 
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contesting its progress ; we should have numberless remonstrances, 
denunciations, and decrees of councils against the usurpation! But 
as there is no such thing, it is concluded that this. change in the 
church never took place; that from the time of the apostles, there 
have been in it bishops, priests, and deacons; and that this allotment 
in the church is one of the bulwarks to which she is, as at first stated, 
indebted for existence. 

The articles of faith recognised in the Episcopal church are next 
in order to come under consideration ; and they are worthy of notice 
in two points of view. First, as embracing all those great truths 
deemed, by Christians generally, necessary to salvation ; and, second- 
ly, as being exempt from that technical phraseology and those meta- 
physical subtilties in matters not clearly revealed, which so much 
divide the Christian world. In relation to the former of these points, 
it is ever to be kept in mind, that although revelation inculcates the 
same moral precepts as taught by heathen philosophers, only in a 
more clear, pure, and forcible manner, it still makes known a system 
of the most interesting truths; truths, of which the world would have 
remained essentially ignorant for ever, had not God made a special 
communication of them to. his creatures. The light of nature may 
teach us the existence of God, give us some faint conceptions of his 
providence, and impress us even deeply with his wisdom, his power, 
and his goodness ; and the deductions from the operations of the hu- 
inan mind; and also, from the phenomena in the material creation, 
might lead us to expect an existence beyond the grave ; but the histo- 
ry of the world, exhibiting as it does, but little else than a mass of 
moral corruption and crime would compel us to view such an exis- 
tence as a curse rather than a blessing. Existence, to be desirable, must 
be made happy ; but the evils amidst such a perversion of nature and 
such a desolation of moral principle as are found in the heart of man, 
may be reckoned more than to balance all the good he can possibly 
enjoy. And what discoveries has reason, unassisted by revelation, 
ever made concerning the particular destiny of man, although it might 
be conjectured he is to have an eternal existence ; and what remedy 
has it ever proposed to reclaim him from a state of depravity toa state 
of virtue, which could alone make him truly happy? None at all. 
The labour of ages has been spent in vain on these momentous sub- 
jects. The wisdom of philosophy was accounted foolishness con- 
cerning these things, as soon as the light of revealed truth dawned 
upon the world. Then was declared, in language of verity, the origi- 
nal apostacy of man and its wide spread ruin; then it became mani- 
fest, that there is to be a resurrection from the dead, a day of final 
judgment, and a state of eternal retribution ; and then it was made 
known, that God can be just in extending mercy through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus ; and that his spirit is given to transform 
the heart of moral defilement into its native beauty and virtue.— 
These are the great and peculiar doctrines of revelation; and these 
doctrines, in connexion with others that are collateral, are embraced 
in our creeds and articles of faith, The Church throughout evidently 
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views man as in a depraved and lost condition, and the gospel as a 
plan of salvation, by which he is to be restored to his primeval in- | 
nocence and blessedness ; and it holds up to her members faith in” 
Christ, repentance towatd God, and a regular attendance upon the | 
appointments of Christianity, as the only condition of attaining to the 
life brought to light in the gospel. The faith, however, inculcated 
by our Church, i is not, it should be distinctly noted, a faith without 
works, or a dead faith, which, though it might remove mountains, would 
be as the sounding brass or the tinkling cymbal! No, it is a princi-/ 
ple so deeply rooted in the heart and so , powerful in its operations, as 
to produce the most pertect display of all that is amiable and lovely 
in the buman character. Nor is the repentance inculcated by the | 
Church a mere dread of the consequences of sin, which is well charac- | 
terized as being the sorrow of the world, which needeth to be repent- 
ed of, and is unto death ; but it is an invincible hatred of sin because | 
of its own evil nature, being opposed to God and the happiness of the 7 
universe ; it is a sorrow for sin that will lead one to forsake it. Nor, | 
moreover, is the regular outward attendance upon the appointments 
of Christianity inculcated by our Church a mere shadow of religion— | 
a lifeless routine of external duties, which afford no pleasure to those 
who perform them, and which the heart neither loves vor approves ; | 
but it is a service that engages all the best feelings of the soul; a ser-_ 
vice which assimilates man to those sinless spirits that surround the | 
throne of God ; a service which even gives him an earnest of the bliss” . 
and glory reserved in heaven for the righteous, 

In reference to the second point of view, in which it was proposed | 
to consider our articles of faith, namely, as being destitute of that 
technical phraseology and those metaphysical subtilties in matters not 
clearly revealed, which so much divide the Christian world; it may | 
be observed, that Christianity is chiefly of a practical tendency ; that! 
it is designed to influence the heart and mend the life. For, was man’ 
sunk in a deep abyss of moral ruin? Had he lost the moral image of 
God, and become obnoxious to the sanctions of the Divine law ? Was 
he, by disobedience, cut off from the hope of heaven? He was; but 
the gospel is designed to restore him to the blessings he had forfeited ;_ 
to raise him from a death of sin to a life of holiness, from the abodes 
of despair to the heavenly paradise ; it is designed to make man hap- 
py by making him good. ‘The religion, therefore, which consists) 
much in abstruse and philosophical speculations, or indeed in any doc. 
trines which do not materially improve the moral condition of man, 
by reclaiming him from the paths of sin, and leading him to the prac- 
tice of goodness, is not the religion of the scriptures. Christianity 
was never intended to make her disciples philosophers ; it calls into 
action no intellectual powers, not possessed by persons in the most 
humble spheres of mental improvement ; and the truths, moreover, o 
scripture, the belief of which is reckoned necessary to salvation, are 
few in number, and are so clearly revealed, that they cannot well be 
misapprehended ; they are so plain taat he who runs may read, and 
way-faring men, although comparatively fools, need not err therein. 
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At the present day, there is a melancholy departure from the simplici- 
ty and integrity of primitive Christianity. It is the prevailing errour 
of the age to place human reason above the truths of God’s word, or 
to pry into things not revealed, as if paramount to those which are re- 
vealed and belong unto us and to our children for ever. No small 
portion of professing Christians, in this country at Jeast, seem chiefly 
desirous of being considered orthodox or liberal, Calvinists or Ar. 
minians, without sufficient solicitude for attaining those virtues and gra- 
ces, which have generally been considered the glory of the Christian 
character. While one sect is railing against Calvinism, and another 
against Arminianism, or liberal Christianity in more modern phraseology ; 
while one represents belief in the former as necessary to salvation as 
belief in Christ, and the other represents an alliance with the latter as 
rendering the oniy pure and acceptable worship to the Deity, the ar- 
ticles of the Church knownothing of these distinctions; her members 
are neither required to subscribe to the dogmas of Geneva, nor to rest 
their hopes of heaven on a faith as cold as polar ice, and as fruitless in 
heavenly joy as a Nubian desert! And if it is not sufficient, that they 
are called Christians, it is sufficient, under all circumstances, that they 
are called Churchmen or Episcopalians ! 


(TO BE CONTINVED.) 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue importance of the subjoined extracts will, I trust, be an apology 
for requesting their insertion in the Gospel Advocate. The wise and 
pious counsel of our spiritual fathers at all times demands our serious 
regard, and is never out of place. If there be any of the clergy, 
whose aberrations in the performance of their publick duties, may 
justly render them obnoxious to the bishops’ reprehension, I would 
only implore them to remember their ordination vows, voluntarily 
made in the presence of God, and his church. Among these vows, 
they promised “ reverently to obey their bishop, and other chief minis- 


‘ters, who, according to the canons of the Church, may have the charge 


and government over them ; following, with a glad mind and will, their 
godly admonitions, and submitting themselves to their godly judgments.” 
Keeping this solemn promise full in view, I respectfully invite their 
attention to the following extract from ‘ A Pastoral Letter to the Mem- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, from the House of Bishops of said Church, assembled in 
General Convention, May, 1808.”* 

‘* When we bring before you, brethren, the subject of publick wor- 
ship, you will, of course, suppose, that it is principally with a view 
to the devotions, which, with an extraordinary degree of harmony, 
_ much previous deliberation, have been constituted our established 

iturgy. 


* Journals of the General Convention, pp. 356, 357, 358. 
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“Independently on the admirable prayer prescribed by our Lord 
himself,t there is no fact equally ancient, of which we are more fully 
persuaded, than that the having of prescribed devotions, is a practice 
that bas prevailed from the earliest origin of our religion. We mean 
not, that there were the same forms of prayer in all churches ; but 
that every local church had its rule, according to the suitableness 
of time and place, and under the sanction of the episcopacy of the 
different districts. And we are further persuaded, that the Christian 
economy in this matier was no other than a continuation of the Jewish, 
as prevailing in that very worship which was attended on, and joined 
in, by our blessed Saviour and his apostles. This is a mode of worship, 
that has been handed down to us through the channel of the Church 
of England ; and we suppose that we may aflirm, as a notorious fact, 
its being acceptable to our communion generally. 

** But if this feature of our system is to be retained, we cannot but 
perceive, that the order of Divine service must be directed, not by 
individual discretion, but by publick counsel. If, on the contrary, 
this principle is to cease to govern, we know of no plea for deviation 
tolerated in any minister, which will not extend to the indulgence of 
the humour of every member of his congregation. For this is a neces- 
sary result of that property of our ecclesiastical system, which con- 
templates the exercises of prayer and praise as those of a social body, 
of which the minister is the leader. 

“If there should be in any, a rage for innovation, it would be the 
more deplored by us, from the circumstance that it often originates in the 
affecting of an extravagant degree of animal sensibility ; which, it must 
be confessed, will not be either excited or kept alive by the tempe- 
rate devotion of our prescribed liturgy. There are but few prayers 
handed down to us in the New Testament; if, however, any who 
may be advocates of an enthusiastick fervour would duly contemplate 
the spirit that animates these prayers, they would not, we think, un- 
dervalue those of the Church, as though they were uninteresting to 
the best affections of the human beart. 

‘¢ It is impossible that there should be composed forms for publick 
use, and yet that individuals should not perceive instances in which, 
according to their respective habits of thinking, the matter might have 
been more judiciously conceived, or more happily expressed. It is, 


+“ The Lord’s Prayer is given to us by St. Luke (ch. xi. 2.). under the in- 
junction, * when ye pray, say’—which is evidently language expressive of the 
appointment of a form. But the construction has been thought to sustain an 
abatement of its force by the words in the parallel place of St. Matthew (ch. vi. 
9) * After this manner pray ye.’ There is, however no difference of sense in 
the two places. The Greek word «vas, translated ‘ after this manner,’ may 
be regdered ‘thus,’ thot is, ‘in these words.’ For that either of the two 
phrases would have expressed the meaning, appears from ch. ii. 5, of the same 
evamelist. When Herod had demanded of the sanhedrim * where Christ should 
be Sora,’ they made answer, ‘in Bethlehem of Judea; for thus [sxtm;) it is 
watten by the prophet.’ Then they go on to repeat the prophet’s words—' And 
thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the Jeast among the princes otf 
Jndah : for out of thee shall come a governour, who shall rule my people {srael.’ ”’ 
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however, evident, that this, far from being prevented, would be much 
increased, by removing the subject from the controlling authority of 
the Church, to that of her ministers in their respective places. The 
cause of the supposed evil, is an imperfection in human affairs, to 
which they will be always liable; and a temper to accommodate to 
it, is an essential circumstance of a worthy membership of society, 
whether civil or religious. ‘The dissatisfaction alluded to may effect 
either circumstantials, or the essence of the established liturgy. If 
it apply to the former, submission of private opinion is one of the 
smallest sacrifices which may be exacted, for the maintenance of 
order. But if any should lightly esteem the service, from the opinion 
that it is below the dignity of the subjects comprehended in it, and 
unequal to the uses which prayers and praises point to; we have so 
much to oppose to such a sentiment, in the sense of wise and holy 
men of our communion in former ages, still shining as lights to the 
world in their estimable writings ; so much, also, in the acknowledg- 
ment of judicious persons not of our communion, both in past ages 
and in the present; and so much of the effects of the habitual use of 
the liturgy, on the tempers and on the lives of persons, who, in their 
respective days, have eminently ‘ adorned the doctrine of their God 
and Saviour ;’ that, if we spare an appeal to the modesty of the 
complainants, we are constrained to make a demand on their justice ; 
and, in the name of all true members of our communion, to insist on 
being left in the secure possession of a mode of worship, which has 
become endeared to us by habit and by choice. It is on this ground, 
that we consider every Churchman as possessing a personal right to 
lift up his voice against the intermixture of foreign matter with the 
service; rendering it such as can never be acceptable to the same 
judgments, or interesting to the saine affections. 

**In regard to any license which may be taken of another kind, 
that of varying words and phrases, for an accommodation of the 
reader’s ideas of correct expression; to any minister who may be 
tempted to this fault, we intimate, that it has the effect of subjecting 
him to the imputation of a species of levity, which breeds contempt.* 
Certainly, every consideration which should relieve him from the 
charge of errour, would proportionably expose him to that of vanity. 
But, whether it be errour or vanity, the fault of wanton irregularity 
is attached to it. 

‘* Under the operation of the sentiments which have been delivered, 
we should be especially grieved to hear of any ministers, that they 
make the services of the Church give way to their own crude concep- 
tions. We call them such, because it may be expected from experi- 
ence of former times, that a practice, so irregular in itself, would be 
generally found in those who have the most moderate share of the know~- 
ledge and the discretion, qualifying for a judicious exercise of the au- 


*I know a clergyman, now without a cure, who, when reading to a country 
congregation the following deprecation in the litany—** From all evil and mis- 
chief; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; from thy wrath, and 
trom everlasting damnation,”—for the last word substituted condemnation. 
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thority thus arrogated. While we earnestly admonish all ministers 
against this assumption of a power not committed to them, we also 
exhort the laity to avoid encouragement of the delinquency, should it 
happen, and, much more, inducement to it. We know that the most 
intelligent and best informed Jay members of our communion, if this 
license should be obtruded on them, would disapprove of it ; and, if 
they did not complain in publick, would mourn in private. Even of 
those who, in any way, might countenance the irregularity, we should 
bope that they either did not know, or did not recollect, the sacred 
promises which would be hereby broken, And, on the whole, we 
announce, both to the clergy and to the laity, our utter disapprobation 
of the irregularity here remarked on; calling on every one of them, 
in his place, to give his aid to the guarding against the evil; both by 
persuasion, and by every other temperate expedient provided by the 
canons of the Church.” 

The venerable house of bishops, deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of a strict adherence to the established order of the Church, 
-in the performance of publick worship, brought the sabject again 
before the clergy and laity, in a pastoral letier, May, 1811, from 
which the following is an extract.* 

** Considering the description of subjects on which we are now 
addressing you, it would be an omission, not to entreat you to aid us 
in our endeavours to carry into effect the canons of our Chureh gene- 
rally ; and especially the provisions made for the using of her services 
agreeably to the rubricks. And althougt: this is a matter which be- 
longs more immediately to the clergy, yet we think it not unworthy 
of the laity to discountenance deviations, if made by any minister in 
contrariety to his solemn promises at ordination. We, ourselves, are 
not only under a common weight of obligation with all the clergy ; 
but make an especial promise at our consecration, of ‘ conformity and 
obedience to the doctrine, discipline, and worship’ of our Church. 
Now one part of the discipline, is the looking to the maintenance of 
order by others, in those three departments. We have been sensibly 
affected by some instances of the breach of promises made to us, under 
solemn appeals to God, and invocations of the testimony of his church. 
We should hold ourselves wanting to our subject, if we were not now to 
declare our disppointment, and to invite to the irregularity the disap- 
probation of al! persons, who entertain a sense of the obligations of in- 
tegrity and truth. We do this the more readily, as there have not 
been wanting occasions, when displeasure has been manifested in the 
premises with good effect, by judicious lay members of congregations, 
on which the irregularities have been obtruded.” 

I most sincerely hope that, since the above pastoral: letters were 
written, the impropriety of the practice complained of, by our spirit- 
ual fathers, has become so manifest to both clergy and laity, that it 
has, in a great measure, been discontinued. And I do most sincerely 
hope and pray, that the practice of none of the clergy will now be 
found in direct opposition to their ordination vows. CLERICUS¢ 


* Journals of the General Convention, pp. 369, 370. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


i was much gratified at reading, in the Gospel Advocate for January 
last, an extraordinary prediction from Alison’s sermons, of the final 
overthrow of the infidel power in France. I have read it over and over 
again, and always with additional pleasure, and increased admiration. 
The classical purity of the style, and the happy accomplishment of the 
prediction, give an interest to the subject which must always engage 
our feelings. 

To preserve in our memory the difference between the American 
and French revolutions, I subjoin an interesting extract from a thanks- 
giving sermon of the late eminent and excellent Bishop Dehon. I! 
doubt not it will be read with as much interest as that from Alison, and 
be equally admired for the beauty of its imagery, as well as its pa- 
triotism. It takes a religious view of the awful state of the world, dur- 
ing the revolution in France, and makes an admirable application to 
the condition of our country at that period. The sermon was deliver- 
ed in Newport, R. 1. previous to 1809; the precise date appears not 
to be known. 

‘In the first place, we are called upon to render thanks to ‘ the 
Author and Giver of every good gilt,’ that our country has enjoyed 
peace and freedom, and their happy fruits, while the nations of the 
earth have been convulsed by wars and violence, and deluded and 
oppressed by the cupidity and ambition of wicked men. Peace and 
freedom are among the choicest blessings which heaven can bestow 
upon a nation. Alas! what people have justly appreciated them, till 
they were gone! Without them, small is the enjoyment of any other 
blessing. Property is not safe, improvement languishes, the smiles of 
comfort and the carols of joy cease; the endearing charities of life 
yield not their customary delight; humanity loses its bland control 
over the hearts of men, when the peace and freedom of a country are 
destroyed. Even the kind voice of religion is lost in ihe din of con- 
tention, and her benevolent hand palsied in the manacle of servitude. 
War and slavery ! They are among the sores and curses: which an an- 
gry God inflicts upon the earth, when he would chastise its degenerate 
inhabitants. In its preservation from these evils, our country has 
hitherto been peculiarly favoured by the Almighty. We live in an 
eventiul period of the world. Our age is an age of tribulation to a 
great part of the earth. We have seen a war of uncommon terrour, 
spring from monstrous parents, and, uncontrolled by any principle 
of honour or right, sent forth to ravage the most civilized portions of 
the globe. Early it fed upon the ruins of every thing great and 
sacred. It demolished the weak, and dismayed the powerful. It 
prowled for plunder, even into the hallowed abodes of religion. It 
spared not the peaceful recesses of the arts. It had, at length, re- 
turned to the den from which it came, spiteful as a wounded tiger, 
and covered with the blood of innocence and virtue. The humane 

- Were wishing that there it might expire, either of its surfeit, or of its 
dreadful exertions, But, it is again let loose. Europe trembles at 
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its approach. The nations of the earth observe its movements with 
wonder. Grown stronger by rest, and more ravenous by confinement, 
who can foresee the extent, and end of its devastations? They are 
known only to that omniscient God, who ‘ maketh peace, and createth 
war,’ and by whom alone the remainder of wrath can be restrained. 

‘** Melancholy, in the course of this tumultuous period, has been 
the fate of many happy and interesting people. The great and 


splendid nation with whom these confusions originated, relinquished 
her hold on all her ancient establishmenis in an infatuated pursuit, 
through the blood of the best, and the worst of her sons; after what 
the unprincipled and aspiring had persuaded her was liberty.£ But 
she mistook a cloud for the goddess ; and, for her rashness, has been 
doomed, as yet, to turn unceasingly in a mazy wheel.” Nor is her 
loss of freedom to be chiefly deplored. Unfortunate Belgium ; ill- 
fated Poland ; unbappy Swiss; deluded Genoese, we mourn more 
for you. The genius of your countries is fled, we know not whither! 
Your fortunes will be remembered by nations, in far distant ages, as 
solemn cautions to trust no friend who has discarded all principle, 
and rely upon no earthly power which promises to give what it must 
first destroy. 

** While we thus advert to the dealings of Providence towards the 
nations of the earth, the contemplation of their calamities should in- 
crease our gratitude, for the peace and civil privileges which we are 
permitted to enjoy. If we have in our country, any hard_earned 
wealth, which might be plundered ; if there be in it any virtue, which 
might be oppressed ; or infancy and age, which might unresistingly 
bleed: if there be any chastity, which might be ruined, or domestick 
joys, which might be torn from us: if we had any altars, which might 
be demolished, or temples, which might be defiled; then have we 
reason to bless and adore the sovereign Ruler of the universe, that 
our nation has not been involved in the horrours and miseries of the 
war, which has desolated, and still threatens to desolate, the most 
populous parts of the globe. The skirts of its clouds have, once and 
again, been curling towards our shores, but his gracious breath hath 
turned them away. How long this shall be the case, we are unable 
to say. But this we know, that his good Providence can restrain the 
provocations and injuries of misguided for designing powers; and 
that the way to deserve a continuance of our peace and freedom, is, 
to be grateful to God, that we have hitherto enjoyed them, and to use 


them soberly, in advancing his glory, and the virtue and happiness of 


our species.” Dehon’s Sermons on the Publick Means of Grace, &c. 
ii, 293-—295. 


—E 
FROM THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE, 


‘| have been young, and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread.” Psalm xxxvii. 25. 


Tue sacred penman, under the guidance and inspiration of the Spir- 
it of God, recorded this passage not only for the consolation of the 
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righteous, but for the encouragement of all who should seek to be- 
come so. 

If we look into the history of his life, we shall find that, like hu- 
man life in general, it was a mixture of good and evil. Like other 
men, he had his seasons of joy and sorrow; of hope and fear; of 
prosperity and adversity : of confidence and doubt. He had, indeed, 
while vet a “stripling,” been elevated from the sheep-fold of Jesse, 
to the court of Saul; and thence exalted to the throne of Israel. 
But in the mean time, the jealousy of his master had marked him for 
destruction ; and the rage of an envious monarch pursued him from 
the palace to the wilderness, where he was compelled to seek shelter 
in dens and caverns, to hide himself from bis enemy: he had been 
hunted ‘as a partridge in the mountains,’’ and often, like his illus- 
trious descendant, had “ not where to lay his head” in safety. Yet, 
amidst all these distresses, his trust in God remained unshaken. Be- 
hold, how triumphantly he exclaims, * The Lord is my light and 
my salvation: whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my 
life ; of whom shall I be afraid?” He not only records his confi- 
dence in God, but the success which attended, and ever will attend, 
prayers offered in penitence and faith. ‘OQ Lord my God, I cried 
unto thee, and thou hast heard me. I sought the Lord, and he heard 
me, and delivered me from all my fears.” 

With like confidence may every Christian of the present day, rest 
his hopes on the protection of his Maker: and if, with like earnest- 
ness and sincerity, he perseveres in prayer and well doing, sooner or 
later, he will most assuredly receive an answer of peace. The God 
whom he serves, is not a capricious Being, but “ the same yesterday, 
to-day and forever.”’ ‘* His arm is not shortened that it cannot save, 
nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear.” If he permits affliction or ad- 
versity to overthrow us, it is to try, and prove our faith: if he de- 
lays the blessing which his hand is ever open to bestow, and hides 
his face from us for a moment; it is, that we may be taught patiently 
to wait the time when he shall proclaim to the anxious soul, “I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy 
sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.” 

I have lived as long as most men, and for many years, been a care- 
ful observer of the dealings of divine Providence towards myself and 
others. Although this world is a place of trial, and not of final retri- 
bution, I have yet been made satisfied, that even here, God leaves not 
himself without witness, strong and consoling, to the humble but confid- 
ing Christian. Believing in revelation, and making the bible his 
daily study, he looks back with gratitude on past mercies, and forward 
with faith to promises which can never deceive. On these, bis hopes 
are rested, not only for himself, but for his family ; which, perhaps, 
he is soon to leave, young and helpless, to the buffetings of the world, 
and the protection of Heaven. 

How comforting to such a man, must be the record left by an emi- 
nent servant of God, on the page of the book of life! ‘I have been 
"young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread.” 
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I cannot better illustrate this subect, than by giving a sketch of the 
life of a venerable clergyman, whom I knew in my youth, but whose 
mortal part has long since mouldered back into the dust of which it 
was made. [lis history is short, and the incidents of his life few, but 
instructive. 

The Rev. Mr. succeeded to the rectorship of the church in 
B , not many years before the revolution. As there was then no 
bishop in America, he had received his ordination in England, and was 
allowed a small stipend, by the * venerable Society for propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts.” The parish was but recently formed ; and 
could not be said to have been fully organized, when the declaration 
of independence severed for ever the colonies from the mother 
country. 

Faithful to his vows, our rector could neither omit the prescribed 
forms of prayer in the English liturgy with a good conscience, nor 
use them with safety. Seven years the doors of his church were 
closed ; and, ere they were again opened, war had claimed its vic- 
tims, and popular trenzy dispersed what the ravages of death had 
spared: there was no congregation remaining. Week afler week, 
and month after month, he performed the services of the desk to the 
response of a single family, and of the pulpit to but a scattered and 
listless few. ‘The publick had imbibed deep rooted prejudices against 
the Church service. It has been said there is a fashion in religion, as 
well as in politicks ; and it was the order of the day to associate to- 
ryism with Churchmen, and to give little tolerance to eithers It was 
by very slow degrees, that these prejudices abated ; nor could it be 
otherwise expected : they were carefully fostered by the dominant 
sect, and that sect has never been remarkable for its attachment to 
Episcopacy. 

Under all these discouragements, our rector continued to perform 
his sacred functions ; and though there was a gradual accession to 
his church, yet, during ten years, death and emigration kept the scales 
so even, that there could hardly be said to have been a preponderance 
in his favour. His allowance from the society in England ceased, 
when the independence of the United States was acknowledged, and 
the pittance he received for his services was hardly sufficient to fur- 
nish him with decent apparel. But, he was without a family ; and 
slender as his means had been, he contrived, by little savings, to lay 








by a sufficiency to purchase a small farm, to which he soon after ad- | 


ded the valuable acquisition of a wife, industrious and economical, and 


of a sound and cultivated mind. There was perfect order in all the | 


household affairs, and years rolled smoothly away. A family was 
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seen rising up, over which the pious care of the father, and the in- | 


creasing vigilance of the mother, constantly presided. ‘The children, 
as they grew up, were all neatly habited, and the school teachers 


found them better instructed, and more orderly in their behaviour, | 


than any in the district. In a word, they seemed to fulfil all the 
wishes of the father, and to satisfy all the pride of the mother. For, 
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what mother is there, who feels not a joyful, and we may add, a Jau- | 
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dable pride, when beholding her “sons grow up as plants in their 
youth,” and her “ daughters as corner stones polished after the simili- 
tude of a palace,” and all * like olive plants round ber table !” 

Yet, however bright our worldly prospects may be, the considera- 
tion that they are uncertain in their accomplishment, and must be fleet- 
ing in their duration, will always cast a cloud over their sunshine. 

It is often incident to late marriages, that the father lives not to see 
his children settled in life ; and the good rector, being now far ad- 
vanced in the vale of years, was admonished that the time was at hand 
when he must leave his family and give up an account of his steward- 
ship. As his health declined, he became more earnest and fervent 
in the performance of his clerical duties ; and whenever there was any 
dissatisfaction among the members of his little flock, he was unceasing 
in his endeavours to restore harmony and concord. 

Near the personage lived a parishioner, who also had a young fami- 
ly growing up into life; and there was a daily intercourse between 
their children. Though the rector and his good wife were kind and 
affectionate to each member of this family, there was one daughter, 
whom they selected as their peculiar favourite. Her early piety and 
spotless life marked her as one among the many, whom, in the great 
day of final retribution, he hoped to lead to the throne of mercy, and 
say, ‘* Behold, O Lord, thy servant, and the children thou hast gra- 
ciously given me!’’ It was, when old age and wasting disease were 
making their ravages on his sinking frame, that this young lady was 
to be united in wedlock, with a man of science and worth; and it 
seemed to form one of his sirongest desires of longer life, that he 
might survive to join their hands, and bestow on them his blessing. 

The time fixed for the celebration of the marriage, was the early 
part of May ; and the church, in which he had so long ministered, and 
at whose altar he had often, with holy joy, dealt the bread of life to 
his young friend, was the appointed place. 

The rector, that he might have time to rest and recover his strength, 
was early at his post. ‘The weather, which had been some days warm 
and pleasant, was changed to one of those chilling northeastern blasts, 
which usually precede a storm at that season; and he had not pre- 
pared himself, by sufficient covering, to resist the cold. His whole 
frame shook, and his voice trembled while he expressed his fears, that 
the thread of life would be cut, before his appointed duty could be 
performed. ‘I fear,” said he, “1 shall not have strength to go 
through the service ; and I feel that this is the last time I shall enter 
the church, till 1 am brought hither for interment.” 

In the mean time, the parties had presented themselves at the altar. 
The priest arose with dignity, and began the marriage service. As 
he proceeded in it, his strength seemed to return ; but, before he ar- 
rived at the conclusion, his breath was almost spent, and it was with 
difficulty he could articulate, in a faltering voice, 1 pronounce you 
man and wife ; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghést.”’ 

- The benediction, which it had been the desire of his heart to be- 
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stow, was next to follow, and conclude the scene. He paused a few 
moments, and looking alternately on the husband and wife, his pale 
cheek became flushed, and his eye brightened in the fulness of faith, 
that the blessing he was about to invoke would be ratified in heaven: 
then, placing his right band on the head of the bride, and his left on 
that of the bridegroom, like Jacob blessing the sons of Joseph, he 
raised his eyes to the mercy seat, and proceeded, in a steady tone of 
voice, *“ God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, bless, 
preserve, and keep you: The Lord mercifully with his favour look 
upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace ; that 
ye may so live together in this life, that in the world to come ye may 
have life everlasting.’’ 

The marriage service of the Church, when properly performed, is 
always solemn and most impressive ; but it was rendered peculiarly 
so, on this occasion, by the circumstance of him who officiated, whose 
spirit seemed fluttering between earth and heaven, and whose prophet- 
ick prediction was verified: for this was the last official act of his 
ministry, and ere his mortal part again entered the walls of the church, 
his spirit had ascended to God whio gave it. 

His remains were interred in the rear of the altar; and over them 
the hand of friendship had raised a monument, which commemorates 
his piety, bis Christian charity, and personal worth. 

To a friend, who frequently visited him in the last stages of his de- 
cline, and witnessed his submission under pain and suflering, he re- 
marked, that he was soon to leave his flock and his family. It was 
his fervent prayer, that the former might be preserved in unity and 
concord, and remain * steadfast in the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” 

“*‘ My family,” said he, ‘I commend to the protection of God, in 
whose mercy and goodness I trust.” “If it is their misfortune to be 
Jeft poor, I feel a consolation in leaving them without embarrassment, 
for | am not a dollar in debt. When I look back, and see the smali- 
ness of the means on which I have lived, and by which I have sup- 

orted not a very small family, I can ascribe it only to the merciful 
goodness of God, that the barrel of meal has not wasted, nor the cruise 
of oil failed ; that my wite and children have been blessed with bealth, 
and continue a blessing to me. I shall soon leave them to make their 


way into a crooked and perverse world, but I trust they are not wholly | 


unprovided with the Christian’s armour. Faith bids me hope, that 


when their earthly father is no more, they will be guided and direct- | 

ed by Him, who is the Father of the fatherless, and the widow’s God.” | 
If it will strengthen the trust of a single Christian, borne down with | 

worldly calamity ; if it will serve to quiet the fears of any anxious | 


arent, just sinking into the grave, and leaving a helpless offspring un- 
provided for ; or, if it will stimulate the careless to greater watcbiul- 
ness over the pliant minds of their children, and lead them to enforce 
virtuous precepts by Christian example, it may be useful further to re- 
mark, that the hopes of the good rector have been fully realized. The 
means of support for his family, have been measured, by a bountiful 
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Providence, to their wants. The energy and prudence of the mother 
have carried her children on, from youth to maturity, without any 
diminution of substance ; .and the welcome, which the friend and the 
stranger always found at her husband’s hospitable board, is still con- 
tinued. Believing in the correctness of the poet’s aphorism, 


“ Man wants bui little here below, 
Nor wants that little long” — 


she is liberal in her charities; and like the widow in the gospel, casts 
more into the treasury of benevolence, than thousands who riot in 
splendour and abundance. And is all this without its reward? No. 
Besides the treasure laid up in heaven, she has the richest earthly 
comfort that a mothercan enjoy—that of seeing her sons virtuous, and 
rising into notice, to usefulness, and even to eminence: her daughters 
pious, dutiful, and affectionate; respected and caressed by all, who 
know and value female worth. 

[ cannot conclude this narration, in language more appropriate than 
that of the psalmist: “J have been young, and now am old; yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” 


A. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue following prayers were appointed by the bishop of South Caro- 
lina, to be used in the churches in that diocese, on the Sunday suc- 
ceeding the hurricane of September 27, 1822, and on Thanksgiving 
day, November 7, 1822. 

FOR THE SUNDAY SUCCEEDING THE HURRICANE. 


‘‘O thou, who sittest in the heavens and rulest over all, God glo- 
rious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders, who makest the 
stormy winds obey thee, and at whose voice the waves of the sea 
are still, we humble ourselves before thee for thy afflicting visitations ; 
we give thee thanks, we bless thee, we praise thee for thy great 
mercies. ‘Thou, Lord, amidst the terrours of thy mighty power, 
hast shown thyself gracious and merciful to thy people. ‘Thou savedst 
them, when they were ready to perish, from destruction ; and, when 


_ their hearts failed them for fear, thou strengthenedst their heart, and 
_causedst them to trust in thee, who alone art mighty to save. 
_ Lord, what reward shall we render thee, for this thy merciful favour 


_ vouchsafed unto us. We confess and bewail our unworthiness of 
_ such thy great goodness sparing and delivering us, when we deserved 


_ so much greater evil than that which thou hast seen fit to bring upon 
us. But, gracious Lord, who despisest not the desire of such as are 
_ sorrowful, help us, we beseech thee, while we rejoice in thy good- 
_ hess, to feel a deep and godly sorrow for those sins, which render us 
_ unworthy of it. Awaken us toa sense of our spiritual necessities and 
e | 
_ ble us, by a better obedience to thy will, and a more pure, humble - 


dangers. Pour into our hearts the abundance of thy grace, and ena- 


and holy walking before thee, duly to express our thankfulness, 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee, O Father, and thee, 
O Holy Spirit, be praise and glory, world without end. Amen.” 


FOR THANKSGIVING DAY. 


‘OQ Lord our God, who at sundry times past and in divers manners, 
hast wounded us for our sins, and consumed us for our transgressions, 
but who, in the midst of judgment, rememberest mercy, and hast avert- 
ed from the habitations of thy people, the destroying sickness, and 
hast redeemed their life from destruction by ruling the raging of the 
stormy wind and tempest, and bringing to nought the counsels of the 
wicked ; we bless and praise thy holy name, for these thy great mer- 
cies vouchsafed unto us. Lord, may thy goodness lead us to repen. 
tance. May our souls and bodies, which thou hast delivered, be a 
living sacrifice unto thee. And while we praise and magnify thy 
mercies in the midst of-thy church, so give us, we beseech thee, thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to show our thankfulness in a 
holy and humble obedience to thy will through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen.’’ 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 
BOOK II. 
Translated from the original German of Klopstock. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 224.) 
Ir yet, he cried, ye sons of hell, if yet 
Ye are the same, that on the plains of heaven 
Those three dread days of fight maintain’d ; bark ye 
In triumph to the words my mouth shall speak 
Of my delay on earth; and not alone 
This shall ye know, but each shall cherish too 
Deep in his heart my plan of vengeance, ripe, 
To outrage the Jehovah whom we scorn. 
Hell shall be nought ; he, whom from chaos drew 
And formed his creatures. shall exterminate, 
Witb hand remorseless each, and dwell again 
Silent amid eternity ; ere aught 
From Satan’s grasp may wrest his rights o’er man! 
Gods, we remain unconquer’d and untam’d 
Should e’en the Thunderer send Redeemers forth, 
Myriads against us ; should He ev'n Himself 
Traverse the earth, Messias! Yet ‘gainst whom 
Rage I? And who this new-born Deity, 
‘That bears the marks of Godhead, ’neath a form 
To death subjected ; for whom angels swell 
With thoughts sublimer, than the thoughts they knew 
In the first ages of their holiness, 
Would the Eternal to facilitate 
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To us the victory, from the womb go forth 

Of a poor mortal, soon the prey of worms, 

To fright us, the well known sons of hell ? 

And were it so:—can Satan not contend ! 

True, are there some of those, that hear me now, 
Whom late a coward heart hath fore’d to yield 
Their empire o’er tormented man. QO! haste 

Ye timorous wretches to veil thick your fronts 
With gloomiest shame ! Gods of dark hell, ye hear it; 
My subject friends have fled! Why did ye yield 
Ye sons ignoble ? How did ye once name 

The son of heaven's Eternal ? Was he not 
Unworthy hell’s regard ? and now ;—but hold, 
That ye may know th’ audacious, who pretends 
To reign as God o’er Israel, hear from me 

Ye shame mark’d victims the recital ; hear 

Ye, also, fiends superiour! ’Mongst the tribe 

Of vain Judea, countless ages back 

Hath reign’d a prophecy, for of the lands 

The all-reviving sun refresheth, dreams 

Most Israel, by which must spring from out 
Thesssslves a Saviour, who shall liberate 

From her surrounding enemies, his land ; 

And make Judea holiest of all 

Earth’s ample bosom fostereth of climes ! 

Few years have rolled onward, since the day 
For which, from ’mongst our powers assembled, some 
Stood forth and said that, on Taborus’ mount, 
Myriads of angels gather’d ; from whose lips 
Jesus’s name, in tones of ravishment 

Unceasing, was pronounc’d ; that ev’n the woods 
Of cedars, to their cloud-envelop’d tops 
Trembled amaz’d; and thro’ the thick palm leaves 
Resounded songs of jubilee sublime ! 

Thence, the proud Gabriel exulting, went 

Adown the mountain to the Israelite ; 

And hail’d ber as he hails his God, and said : 

Lo! from thy womb shall rise a king, whose arm 
Shall prop the power of David, and bis realm 

Of Israel much glorify : of God 

Is he the Son; and Jesus ’mongst mankind 

Shall he be call’d: bis might shall last as long 

As lasts eternity ! This heard ye fiends, 

This heard and trembled! And why did ye so, 
Infernal band ? Has not your king bebeld 

Yet greater miracles, and trembled not ? 

Satan to ye, unmov’d, will all reveal ; 

Passing nought o’er in silence : that ye see 

How danger adds to bravery : if ought 
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Of danger be there in a dotard seer 
That walks our realms of earth and dreams of God. 
The archfiend spoke ; and look’d around; and saw 
The scars belieing of God’s thunder-stokes, 
And shook with horrour! Yet he quick compos’d 
[lis terrour-stricken features, and went on. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


———-—— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
OHIO. 


Ix our last, we commenced an abstract of the state of the Church in 
this diocese; and now present to our readers a continuation. We pro- 
ceed at present to the third part of the bishop’s address ; and shall 
insert the first and second parts in our next number. 


- Dear Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, 

“Having spoken thus freely and sincerely, though very briefly, of 
your duties, it remains to speak of those which God has enabled me 
to perform since our last meeting. In an address of this nature, to 
mention my own embarrassments might want decorum, were it not 
necessary to state the cause of neglecting so great a portion of my 
diocese. 


‘Painful as it has been to my feelings to leave the north part of 


the state for two summers without an Episcopal visitation, yet my 
health, and the want of pecuniary means of travelling, not permitting 
it, | am sure of your forbearance from censure ; and T hope, also, the 
great Head of the church will not record the omission as a sin 
against me. 

**On June 9, the Sunday next succeeding the Jast convention at 
Worthington, I admitted Messrs. Jobn Hall and Rufus Murray, to the 
holy order of deacons; and on the same day, at the same place, I 
adininistered the apostolick rite of confirmation to twelve persons. On 
the Wednesday following, viz. the 12thof June, 1822, I admitted the 
Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg to the boly order of priests, in St. Paul’s 
church. Chillicothe. 

**On the 15th, Saturday, I was at Portsmouth, and performed Divine 
service and preached in the evening. Next day, Sunday, read morn- 
ing and evening prayers, preached two sermons and confirmed six 
persons. The sacraments of the Lord’s supper and baptism also were 
administered. 

* On the 19th of June, I was at Chillicothe, and performed Divine 
service and preached in the evening. Sunday, the 23d, at Worthing- 
ton, and performed the ordinary duties. ‘The 28th, on Allum creek, 
and performed the burial service. Sunday, the 30th, I was too much 
indisposed in bodily health to leave my dwelling. 

“ July the Ist, though in ill health, 1 set off for the south, 

« July 2, | preached and performed Divine service in Springfield, 


and the 3d, did the same at Dayton. Sunday, the 7th, ! preached in ~ 


Cincinnati three times. 
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‘« Previously to my visiting the last mentioned place, I had received 
letters from the trustees of Cincinnati college, signifying my election 
to the presidency : and now, finding that this appointment had not 
only been unanimous, but that it was urged on my acceptance with 
assurances of its being consistent with the performance of my epis- 
copal duties, as far. and perhaps farther, than for the want of the 
means of traveliing would otherwise be permitted, I thought proper 
to accept it. ‘Ihe kind treatment 1 have hitherto experienced, and 
the field opened to me by these means of being constantly usetul to 
the rising generation, are circumstances which, though attended with 
some sacrifices, are Calculated to afford ayreeable prospects. The 
measure is at the disposal of a merciful Providence: | pray that it 
may be for good. 

“In returning to my family, then at Worthington. after spending 
the Sunday at Dayton, and performing morning and evening service 
and preaching twice, | took ‘Troy and Piqua in my way, where I did 
the usual duties. Here the prospects of the Church, though laiely 
very flattering, are somewhat damped by the unexpected departure 
of the Rev. Spencer Wall. They seemed, however, not discouraged ; 
and looked forward with peculiar solicitude for the services of a pious 
missionary. 

“ Sunday 21, I was at Worthington; and the 20th at Delaware, 
performed duty morning and evening. Monday 29, in the after- 
noon, | read prayers and preached at Berkshire, besides meeting the 
youth in the evening fur prayer and exhortation. 

* Monday 23, I pursued my journey, through almost an entire 
woods, to Coshocton county. Here, in Perry township, a few fami- 
lies had associated together under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Morse, 
by the name of St. Matthew’s church. ‘Their zeal in proceeding im- 
mediately, though under straitened circumstances, to the erection of a 
place for publick worship, deserves much praise. The building, though 
made with hewed logs, bids fair to unite a considerable degree of 
neatness with commodiousness and firmness: when it is considered 
that it is the effect of the personal labour of a handful of, pious men, 
assisted only by the voluntary donation of a few persons in Zanesville 
in the articles of glass and nails, will, when finished, furnish a theme 
of wonder and praise. God grant that this worthy example may be 
imitated by others in like, and more favourable, circumstances. 

“In this parish | endeavoured to perform the duties imposed on 
me by our heavenly Master, in visiting the sick, in prayers, and in 
preaching the word, from the 31st of July, till the 4th of August, when 
I] administered the Lord’s supper to 17, and confirmed 22 persons. 
Monday, the 5th, in company with Mr. Trimble, I rode about 15 
miles to Mill Creek township, between the Tuscurawas and White- 
woman rivers. Here, the same day, according to appointment pre- 
viously sent, 1 preached, confirmed 9, and administered the holy 
communion. The same day rode 12 miles to Coshocton village, 


| held service, and preached in the evening. 


‘From Coshocton to Steubenville is 80 miles. Under a burning 
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sun, God enabled me to travel it in two days. The remainder of the 
week was spent in assisting the Rev. Mr. Morse in parochial duties. 
On the evening of the 10th, Divine service was performed by Mr. 
Morse, and a sermon by myself. 

** Sunday the 11th, still at Steubenville ; morning and evening ser- 
vice. The holy communion was administered, fourteen persons con- 
firmed, and one child baptized. 

** Monday, 12th, at St. James, Cross Creek, the holy sacrament 
was administered, and five persons confirmed. 

** Tuesday, 13th, at Mr. Finlay’s, 10 miles from Cross Creek, con- 
firmed one, and administered the communion to between 20 and 30 
persons. From this till Saturday, | spent the time in St. Clairsville, 
when Divine service was held and a sermon preached. 

** Sunday, the 18th, | consecrated a neat and commodious building | 
to the service of almighty God in St. Clairsville, by the name of St. | 
Thomas’s church. It is 50 feet by 40, built of brick, and neatly | 
finished. The people of St. Clairsville, under the very laudable ex- 
ertions of the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, who, though living in Virginia, offi- 
ciates by letters missionary among them, deserve much praise for 
their zeal and liberality. Few persons have done more with the 
like means. Would that their example, in this respect, were imitated. 
This is the second church consecrated in the Episcopal communion 
west of the mountains. After the service of consecration, the rite of 
confirmation was administered to ten, and the holy communion was 
celebrated. 

** Monday, the 19th of August, in company with the Rev. Mr. Arm- 
strong, and others, I visited Morristown, preached, and baptized one 
child. The body of a small church is reared in this place, which, it is 
hoped. may be finished for consecration this fall. The pipgus exertions 
of a few in this place and neighbourhood deserve much commendation. 
I sincerely pray that their liberality may be returned in heavenly 
blessings. 

** Wednesday, 21, I was in Monroe county, held Divine service, 
and preached at Mr. Bryan's; same evening rode through the woods 
about five miles to visit a sick person, and, after prayers and exhor- | 
tation, returned to Mr. Wendal'’s. 

** Next day, August 22, I held Divine service, and preached to a 
congregation gathered in the woods, and baptized one child. 

** Viewing the destitute condition of these interesting people, not 
only in respect of the means of religion, but those of common learn- 
ing, I thought proper to engage Mr. John M. Jones, a candidate for 
holy orders, as a lay reader and Catechist, to place himself among 
them, and to teach school. From his well known character for piety, 
from conversations had with him in person, and more especially from 
accounts by letter received from the people of his charge, I am fully 
persuaded he has done his duty faithfully, and been instrumental of 
much good to the church of the Redeemer. For this important ser- 
vice, I gave him to expect the sum (would it were more) of 50 dollars, 
per annum, it being understood that the principal means of living 
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would be afforded him by the persons among whom he officiates. 
From Monroe county | passed directly to Zanesville, where, on the 
24th, Saturday, there was service and a sermon. 

«Sunday, the 25th, assisted by the Rev. P. Chase, jun., Divine ser- 
vice was performed and sermons preached morning and evening. 
The same duties were performed on the Saturday following; the 
remainder of the week being employed in visiting the members of 
the parish. 

‘Sunday, Ist September, still at Zanesville. Two persons were 
confirmed and the holy communion administered; sermon and 
prayers both morning and evening. In the evening, the holy sacra- 
ment was administered at the bed-side of a sick person. On Monday 
and Tuesday, I returned to my then residence in Worthington. 

** My time from this period to the present has been divided be- 
tween the duties of an ecclesiastical nature and those, which arose 
out of the appointment to the presidency of Cincinnati college. In 
going to, and returning from, the commencement last September, I 
officiated at Springfield, Dayton, and Hamilton. The last mentioned 
place, 25 miles from Cincinnati, I have visited three times this spring ; 
instituted a parish by the name of St. Matthew’s, in which are eight 
communicants, three of whom [ confirmed. 

‘Having been called to Zanesville last February, by the very 
alarming sickness of my son, I had the great satisfaction of administer- 
ing the holy supper again to the communicants of that parish ; all 
the members of which seem now doubly dear to me, for their uncom- 
mon kindness shown their minister in the time of great distress. 

** Besides my duties to the youth in college since in Cincinnati, I 
have deemed it incumbent on me to assist the Rev. Mr. Johnston, 
whenever in my power, in whatever pertaineth to the administration 
of the word and sacraments. 

‘**] cannot close this account of the year that is past, without thus 
publickly acknowledging the goodness of God in raising me twice, since 
I saw you, from very great and dangerous sickness. When to all 
expectation brought very near the eternal world, the Divine hand was 
almost visible in cetaining me. ‘That this, my longer continuance 
among you, may be for our mutual good in this world, and eternal 
happiness in the next, | beg you to join your prayers with those of 
your affectionate pastor. 

‘** By the foregoing statement, it may be seen that, in this diocese, 
during the last year, there have been confirmed eighty-seven persons. 
The number baptized, on my private record, is thirty-six. With the 
exception of one or two instances, I have noticed a considerable in- 
crease to the holy communion, and a growing zeal for religion. 
Many places, however, by reason of their remote and destitute con- 
dition, are more the subject of our prayers than of our congratulations. 

** As president of the Missionary Society, under your particular pa- 
tronage, I can state to you, that all the means, by writing and entreaty, 
to.such at the eastward as I supposed influential in sending proper 
clergymen to visit and build up our vacant parishes, have been 
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hitherto unavailing. With anguish of beart inexpressible, I have been 
forced to see the field of God’s husbandry lie waste for the want of 
labourers. Had it not been for the extraordinary exertions of the 
fixed presbyters, in seeking all occasions, often to the great detriment 
of their own people, of travelling even in the most inclement seasons, 
in pursuit of the scattered sheep, the interest of the Church, in 
many places, must have expired. Two faithful itinerant missionaries, 
by the blessing of God, would have prevented much evil, over which 
we are now compelled to mourn in silence. 

** But instead of closing this address with the exhibition of the melan- 
choly side of the picture before us, let us thank God for the mercies 
which remain. We are at unity and love among ourselves; we have 
faith in the Lord’s goodness ; we have a firm reliance on his power 
and grace; and we know that ali things will work together for the 
good of those who love God. The holy scriptures, by the very 
laudable exertions of the bible societies, have spread wide among us. 
The Divine seed is thus planted. May it take root downward and 
bear fruit upward. May the great Lord of the harvest send forth 
labourers to inclose, to cherish, and to gather in what the Lord himself 
hath planted.” 


We subjoin as usual a tabular view* of the parochial reports, as far 
as they are given. If our table should meet the eye of the ecclesias- 
tical authority of that diocese, we would respectiully express the 
hope that measures should be taken to obtain at the next convention 
a complete return of the number of families, &c. in each county. This 
we conceive may easily be done, if it shall be made the duty of the 
wardens of every parish which has no settled minister, to present, or 
cause to be presented, a report of its condition. We also hope that 
any defect or erroneous statements made by us may be pointed out, 
that they may be supplied and corrected in a future number. 


No. of families in eleven congregatiuns 309 
« ** baptisms in fourteen 94 
‘© marriages in twelve * 18 
‘¢ = deaths in eight 6 35 
** —** communicants in thirteen “ 391 
‘¢ ** catechumens in three “4 5 


We conclude this account with the following extract from the ad- 
dress of the managers of the Missionary Society, which, we have no 
doubt, will be read with interest, though we think the complaint it 
contains, of not receiving missionaries from the eastern’ stats, rather 
unreasonable. If our own necessities were provided for, most gladly 
should we exhort such of our young clergy as are willing to spend 
and be spent in the cause of Christ to cross the mountains and visit our 
destitute brethren of the west. 

** We should do injustice to our feelings to suppose for a moment, 
that wherever a missionary association within the past year, bas been 
formed, that it will suffer, for want of personal exertions to promote 
the object for which it was designed. Let every heart, and every 
hand, be engaged in this good cause. 


* For this table, see last page of this number. 
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‘“‘ A few years since, the Church had no regular organization ; but 
by the providential care of her divine Head, she has been establish- 
ed, and is now gradually increasing in usefulness and strength; ad- 
vancing ‘ to the battle of the Lord agaiost the mighty.” We verily 
believe that no sincere Episcopalian can look back upon the forma- 
tiou and successful progress of the Church, as represented in the con- 
cise view of our journals, without lively gratitude to the ‘ chief Shep- 
herd and Bishop of souls.” Who, after contrasting the past with the 
present, will not, in looking forward to the future, wish to renew his 
strength ? Who will not present his humble supplications to the Foun- 
tain of mercy, that these western wilds, which once resounded with 
the savage war-whoop, may soon more extensively be cheered with 
the sound of the gospel of peace, and the hallelujahs of the redeemed ? 

‘* If during the past year we have experienced heavy domestick af- 
flictions ; if we have had to endure many trials, and some of us labo- 
rious exertions, for the extension of truth; if we have been painfully 
disappointed in our reasonable expectations of missionaries from the 
east ; if we have lamented over the careless, the ungodly, and the hy- 
pocritical, spreading their baneful examples; if we reflect that many 
thousands have neglected to improve the means of grace; yet many 
occurrences of an opposite nature incite us to declare, ‘ hitherto the 
Lord hath helped ys.’ It is a mercy of no ordinary character, that 
our Zeal increases with our numbers ; that many of our infant churches, 
destitute of regular ministrations of the word, still have hopes, that 
ere long the messengers of truth may be seen and heard among them ; 
that harmony in council, and unity in effort, exist among our clergy and 
laity, and one sentiment only pervades the whole. It is gratifying 
that wheresoever the evangelist has traversed our diocese, he has been 
hailed as the messenger of glad tidings. Bearing in his credentials 
the authority of his divine Master, proclaiming peace and good will 
towards men, he has every where been welcomed with joy. Though 
long deferred, the hope still cheers us, that the time is not far distant 
when others will hear us mingle our cries with the angel of Macedon, 
* Come over and help us.’ But to make these our hopes successful, we 
must remember who it is that hath the hearts of all men in his hand. 
To him, therefore, let us pray with increasing fervour, that faithful 
ministers of Jesus Christ may be sent among us, who shall assist in 
pulling down the strong holds of Satan, and building up the walls of 

ion. 

** A never failing trust that God will protect his church, inclines us 
to believé%hat his Holy Spirit will influence the hearts of some, even 
here, and give them means to prepare for the sacred office. If from 
other fountains we can draw no water, who can tell that God will not 
be gracious unto us, and cause, even here, in the wilderness, some hum- 
ble stream to flow, to make glad his Zion, his own city. To this ef- 
fect, he will hear our prayer, if with faith and constancy we let our 
ery come unto Him.” 
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